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Fairbanks North Star Borough School District 

Board of Education 

Curriculum Advisory Committee 
 

Minutes of: April 6, 2017 
 

Mrs. Dominique called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. in the Administrative Center, Board Room, 520 

Fifth Ave., Fairbanks, Alaska. 
 

Members Present:      Members Absent: 

Paula Addis   Earnest Kincade  Sharon Hildebrand 

Obadare Awoleke  Svetlana Nuss   Dr. Ute Kaden 

Dr. Leah Berman Williams Earl Peterson   Jane Peppey 

Joe Dallaire   Autumn Pryor    

Wendy Dominique  Fé Seymour    

Felicia Jackson  Dr. Heather Willis   

 

Staff Present:       Guests: 

Kimberly Gatto      Holly Cervin 

Melanie Hadaway      Sandy Kowalski 
 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mrs. Hadaway requested to move the second bullet item of C. (BCAC Structure: April 13, 2017 

tentative meeting status) to the end of the agenda. Ms. Seymour moved to accept the April 6, 2017 

agenda as amended; Mr. Kincade seconded. Hearing no objections or further comments, the motion was 

approved. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Mr. Peterson moved to accept the minutes for the March 2, 2017 meeting as submitted; Ms. Addis 

seconded.  Hearing no objections or further comments, the motion was approved. 

 

BCAC STRUCTURE  

Mrs. Hadaway said that according to Board Policy, committees are not to meet for official business 

unless a quorum is met.  A quorum consists of half of the committee roster plus one. At this time, the 

Board Curriculum Advisory Committee requires eight members for a quorum.   
 

Mrs. Dominique suggested lowering the number of members in the committee in order to easily meet 

the quorum requirements.  Mr. Peterson wondered which members would be dissolved? The committee 

consists of school board representatives, a member of the regional student council, and members from 

the community. All members are necessary to participate on the committee in order to have a total 

representation of the entire community. He suggested that the committee and the School Board should 

consider consequences for members that are consistently absent.  

  

Mrs. Hadaway suggested that in order to assist scheduling future meetings, Mrs. Gatto could draft the 

BCAC calendar and email to the committee for review and approval for the next year (2017-2018). 

Discussion ensued. 
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E-LEARNING 

Mrs. Cervin, Director of Alternative Learning, presented data results that were collected from schools 

districtwide in regards to the e-Learning courses. She said that last year, the District received quotes 

from a few vendors and APEX Learning was chosen to be the best fit for our students. It is a vendor that 

is used by several districts, has NCAA approved courses, is rigorous, and meets the Alaska State 

Standards. Mrs. Cervin said she would be happy to return to meet with the committee in the fall and 

bring updated information.  Discussion ensued. 

 

PERSONALIZED LEARNING CURRICULUM IMPLICATIONS 

Mrs. Hadaway presented the goals that are in the District’s Strategic Plan. She said that the expectations 

of the adopted curricula would be the same whether the District changed into a K-8 model, a 

Personalized Learning model, or continue with the traditional classroom model. The goal is to get a clear 

idea of proficiency and mastery, and to provide additional tools to teachers so as to differentiate.  She 

suggested the committee review the District’s website to receive more information on the Strategic Plan 

and Personalized Learning.  Discussion ensued. 

 

K-8 MODEL CURRICULUM IMPLICATIONS 

Ms. Kowalski, Assistant Superintendent, reported that there is no new information to date on the 

planning of the K-8 model. She said that school buildings are not the same and have different capacities. 

The District sent surveys to the schools and they are providing insight, ideas, and suggestions to the 

Administration to be considered while developing a potential districtwide plan.  She said that the 

information gathered will be given to the Board for review in May and the Board should take action in 

June. 
 

Mrs. Hadaway reiterated that no matter which model the District uses, the curricula stays the same.  

There are many models and they are not a one size fits all.  She said that the feedback from families 

indicates they are wanting more choices and flexibility.  Discussion ensued. 

  

COMMITTEE COMMENTS 
 

Earl Peterson 

This may be his last meeting with the BCAC. He has accepted a new position as a magistrate judge and 

there would be conflicts for him to remain as a board representative. He is interested to moving into an 

At-Large position if it becomes available. 

 

Sveltana Nuss 

She stated that it has been a great year. Thanks to everyone and enjoy your summer. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Mr. Dallaire moved to adjourn the meeting; Ms. Seymour seconded.  Hearing no objections or further 

comment, the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.  

 

 


